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Is it contemplated that treatment

may be given in a psychiatric unit in

relation to a mental disorder under Yes
the Mental Health Act (MHA) 19837
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Is the child ‘Gillick competent™?

A Gillick competent child is a child who

has attained sufficient understanding

and intelligence to be able to | Yag
understand fully what is involved in

the proposed intervention.
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"Ts the decision within the zone ul"\l
parental contral?

The zone of parental control is not a
straightforward concept and dinlcians
are advised to be cautious about relying | Yes
on the consent of a parent if there is
any indication that he or she s not

acting in the best Interests of the child.
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The treatment can be given (even
without consent) under the MHA 1983
but consent should still be sought.
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The child is assumed to be capable of
glving consent, but a refusal can be
overridden®. If the child & shown to
lack capacity to make the particular
decision then a ‘best interests' decislon
will need to be made on his or her
behalf. This means that whoever is
making a decision or taking any action
on that person's behalf must do this in
kme person’s best interests.
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The child is regarded as competent tnﬁ\'
consent to a particular intervention
bist if they refuse treatment then this
decision can be overridden as above. )

A person with parental responsibility
for the child may make the decision on
the child’'s behalf - although this can
be challenged by way of an application
to the court for a declaration as to his
or her ‘best interests’.

If the decision is urgent then the responsible clinician can give emergency treatment
but otherwize consideration should be given to making an application to the court for a

declaration as to his or her ‘best interests’.
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