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SEND Reform Children and Young People’s Consultation Engagement Plan
Topic: Inclusion Standards and National Training
A note for facilitators: 
The activities in this session have been developed to meet a broad range of young people’s support needs. It is not possible for us to create an activity to suit the needs of every single young person. Please make sure to adapt the activities and use other resources to suit the specific needs of your young people. Activities may also need to be adapted to be suitable for use in virtual engagement sessions.  
Facilitators will need to add participants’ feedback into this template and return this to particiaption@ncb.org.uk by 30th April 2026 at the very latest. Any feedback shared after this date will not be included in our final reports or consultation response. 
All participants must complete a consent form to have their feedback included and, if possible, a DEI form. Facilitators do not need to return their consent forms to us but do need to retain the consent forms for 3 years in the event that CDC needs to ask for them. Facilitators will need to compile the DEI information anonymously into this template and return it with the feedback template by the 30th of April.

	
	Session info
	Adjustments

	[bookmark: _Hlk139878281]Introduction: 
5 minutes
	The Council for Disabled Children (CDC) is a children’s charity that wants all disabled children and young people and those with special educational needs to have the best childhood they can. 
CDC want to know what children and young people from across England think about the Government’s ideas for improving the support for disabled children and young people and those with special educational needs to learn. These are called the SEND reforms. They are speaking to lots of different children and young people, and all their ideas will be combined. These ideas will be put into a report and shared with the Government. There will also be a version of the report for children and young people. 
The Government want to help early years, schools and colleges to make it easier for some children and young people to learn. They want to make sure that children and young people get the right help and support, show what works well to help them to learn, share resources and tools with teachers, and help teachers make good plans for supporting children and young people. The Government also wants there to be a new national training programme to help them better support children and young people with their learning. It will look at what is needed to plan inclusive lessons, improve their skills, spot a child or young person’s needs as soon as possible, and give them the support they need to learn. 
You can find out more about the changes the Government would like to make and why here. 

Government: The group of people who are in charge of the country. 
SEND reforms: Changes to the support and services disabled children and young people and those with special educational needs get, with the aim of making it better.
Early years: This would include nurseries, pre-schools and reception. 
National training programme: Training available for all early years, school and college staff in England to help them learn more about supporting children and young people with their learning.
Inclusive: All children and young people are able to learn in the way that works for them. 
	 

	Activity 1: 
15 minutes
	National Training 
The Government would like to introduce a new training programme for people who work in schools and colleges, like your teachers. They will have to do this training. The training would explain how to make learning inclusive and accessible for all children and young people. 
Version 1: 
On your table is a picture of a teacher, let’s give them a name. This teacher is coming to work at your school to help you learn. They want to make sure that they know everything they need and have all the skills they need to teach you in the way that works best for you. 
Label the teacher with all the skills and things that they would need to learn to support your class. 
Facilitators to discuss young people’s reasons with them and record these answers. 
If young people need help coming up with ideas, facilitators may find the following prompts helpful:
· What do you think this teacher should know and be able to do to support you?
· About me and my needs
· What the law says about supporting me in school
· Where they can get resources or information from
· What I want to learn about
· It might be helpful to think about the support you already get in school or what else you would like teachers to be able to do:
· How to make sure I can take part in lessons
· How to make sure I feel included
· How to speak to me about the support I would like
· To know where to get more information or advice
· What training could help them to support you or other young people? 
· How to spot when I need help sooner
· How to make sure the classroom feels comfortable for me
· To know what other types of support I could have
· To know how to help me think about what I want to do after I leave school
· To know how to make sure I feel included
· To know how to make sure I can take part in lessons
Resource: Teacher

Version 2: 
On your table there are some cards with ideas of the skills and things that the teacher would need to learn to support your class. Pick the ones that you think the teacher needs to learn. 
Facilitators to discuss young people’s reasons with them and record these answers. 
Facilitators can use the same or adapted versions of the prompt questions in version 1 if helpful.
Resource: Skills and knowledge cards 

Version 3: 
On your table there are some cards with ideas of the skills and things that the teacher would need to learn to support your class. We would like you to vote on each one using:
· Thumbs up if: Yes – this is important for my teacher to know and do 
· Thumbs down if: No – this is not important for my teacher to know and do 
If accessible for the group, facilitators to discuss young people’s reasons with them and record these answers. 
Resource: Skills and knowledge cards 
	Additional activity: 
If there is time at the end of the activity young people can vote (using any method) for which skills and learning that they think is the most important. 


	Activity 2: 
20 minutes
	National Inclusion Standards
The Government want to make some National Inclusion Standards. This will be a library of resources for people who work in schools or colleges, health and social care to help them support disabled children and young people and children and young people with special educational needs. 
For our next activity, we are going to think about these inclusion standards, and what you think should be included. 
Version 1: 
On your table is a is a list of different things that can happen to make sure young people are included in their learning. From the list, pick the 3 things you think are the most important. 
You also have a piece of paper with a table. Put the three things that you have chosen into the first column of your table. 
For each one that you have picked, explain in the second column what would be happening if that thing was being done really well. 
In the third column, write down how children and young people would be feeling if it was being done really well. 
For example: 
	Ways to include children and young people
	What would it look like if it was being done well
	How would this make children and young people feel?

	Meeting all children and young people’s needs 
	All the classrooms would have a visual timetable.
Most of the children and young people could go to the school they want to go to.
I have TA support when I need it.
	Safe
Happy
Like they can get support when they need it 


Resources: List of ways to include CYP, Table

Version 2: 
On your table is a is a list of different things that can happen to make sure young people are included in their learning. 
From the list, pick the 3 things you think are the most important and put them onto the champions’ podium in order of importance. 
If accessible facilitators to get young people to explain their answers. 
If all these things were being done well, how would it make children and young people feel? Cut out the emojis from the emoji bank that match. 
Resources: List of ways to include CYP, Champions’ podium 

Version 3: 
On your table is a picture list of different things that can happen to make sure young people are included in their learning. 
Using green stickers, choose the ones that you think are the most important to help young people be included in their learning.  
If you do not have green stickers then you can use coloured pens or another method of recording that is accessible to the group. 
Where accessible facilitators to discuss the young people’s reasoning. If this activity does not take up the full 20 minutes, please go on to the optional activity. 
Resource: List of ways to include CYP
	 

	Optional Activity: 
15 minutes
	SENCos

Version 1:
One teacher in your school is going to be in charge of making sure everyone is included. 
Make a list of what you think they would need to do to make sure everyone is included. Next, sort them in order of how important you think they are. 
If the group need to some help coming up with ideas, see the list in Version 2.
If it is accessible to your group, please ask them to explain their reasoning. 

Version 2:
One teacher in your school is going to be in charge of making sure everyone is included. We want to know what you think they would need to do to make sure everyone is included. 
Here is a list of ideas we have come up with (please see the resource). First, add anything to the list that you think is missing. Next, sort them in order of how important you think they are. 
If it is accessible to your group, please ask them to explain their reasoning.
Resource link: List of inclusive ideas

Version 3:
One teacher in your school is going to be in charge of making sure everyone is included. We want to know what you think they would need to do to make sure everyone is included. 
Here is a picture list of ideas. Make a pile of the ones you think are the most important. 
· They need to talk to the students about what they want and need
· They need to talk to parents about what their children want and need
· They need to make sure everyone is safe 
· They need to make rules about how children and young people are supported to learn 
· They need time to do planning 
· They need to check in on teachers 
If it is accessible to your group, please ask them to explain their reasoning.
Resource link: List of inclusive ideas
	Depending on which version of the second activity your group does, they may or may not have time for the optional activity. 

	Evaluation 
5 minutes
	Thank you so much for sharing your voice with us. 
After today’s session, CDC will take everything you have told us and share this with the Government, who will use this to help improve education and support for young people. 
Before you finish, please can you tell us how you think the session went so we can make sure that we make the session better for the children and young people we do this with next.
Resource link: Evaluation
	 

	Finish 
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