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[bookmark: _Hlk118378014]SEND Reform Children and Young People’s Consultation Engagement Plan
Topic: The National Curriculum
A note for facilitators: 
The activities in this session have been developed to meet a broad range of young people’s support needs. It is not possible for us to create an activity to suit the needs of every single young person. Please make sure to adapt the activities and use other resources to suit the specific needs of your young people. Activities may also need to be adapted to be suitable for use in virtual engagement sessions.  
Facilitators will need to add participants’ feedback into this template and return this to particiaption@ncb.org.uk by 30th April 2026 at the very latest. Any feedback shared after this date will not be included in our final reports or consultation response. 
All participants must complete a consent form to have their feedback included and, if possible, a DEI form. Facilitators do not need to return their consent forms to us but do need to retain the consent forms for 3 years in the event that CDC needs to ask for them. Facilitators will need to compile the DEI information anonymously into this template and return it with the feedback template by the 30th of April.

	[bookmark: _Hlk139878281]Timings
	Session info
	Adjustments

	Introduction
5 minutes
	The Council for Disabled Children (CDC) is a children’s charity that wants all disabled children and young people and those with special educational needs to have the best childhood they can. 
CDC want to know what children and young people from across England think about the Government’s ideas for improving the support for disabled children and young people and those with special educational needs to learn. These are called the SEND reforms. They are speaking to lots of different children and young people, and all their ideas will be combined. These ideas will be put into a report and shared with the Government. There will also be a version of the report for children and young people. 
In this session, you will think about how the school curriculum can be made more inclusive to all children and young people. The Government want to give teachers more information on how they can change the way they teach so all students can take part. For example, this could include changing learning materials so they are of a good quality and can be useful for all students. They want all children and young people to be taught about disability and learning support needs in a positive way and for all students, even if they are different types of schools and colleges (such as special schools), to learn things that are most useful to them. 
You can find out more about the changes the Government want to make and why here. 

Government: The group of people who are in charge of the country. 
SEND reforms: Changes to the support and services disabled children and young people and those with special educational needs get, with the aim of making it better. 
Curriculum: The lessons and topics you learn about at school. 
Inclusive: All students can take part in learning and school life, in the way that works for them.
	There are different versions of activities that have been developed to meet a range of young people’s support needs. 
Please choose the one that feels most appropriate for your group of young people. You can adapt or change the versions to meet your group’s engagement needs. 


	Activity 1
15 minutes
	What do you want to learn about and why? 
We are going to think about what you enjoy learning and what you think is important to learn about. 
On your tables are pieces of paper with subjects that you might learn at school, they have both the word and a symbol to accompany it. 
Resource link: Subjects 

The young people are welcome to do this activity individually as it is based around their opinions. 

Version 1: 
Go through each subject and put them into the following groups, you will have a four sheet with these headings:  
· I love this subject 
· I don’t like this subject 
· This subject is pointless 
· I hate this subject, but I think I need to learn about it 
Resource link: Sheets with the above headings
Depending on what is most accessible/enjoyable for your group, the circles could be placed on tables or around the room. 
As the group do the activity, facilitators can ask why they have they categorised the subjects in this way. You might like to use the following conversation starters to learn more about why the young people have categorised the subjects in this way: 
· Why have you put this subject in that category? 
· Do you think how you learn in this subject affects how much you do/don’t like it? Here the young people can consider how the typical learning style in this subject might affect their experience of it, e.g. geography usually uses fewer creative methods compared to an art or drama lesson. 
· What would make learning this subject better? The young person can consider content, teaching methods, any adjustments teachers could make to improve it.

Version 2: 
You have three types of stickers showing the following feelings towards subjects: 
· You love this subject 
· You hate this subject 
· You think this subject is ok 
For each subject, you need to put the sticker that shows how you feel about it. 

Where possible facilitators should have a discussion with the young person about why this is their opinion. 

You have a poster with different ways of learning. Circle the ones that you like best. 

Young people can use other methods of showing which ones they prefer. 

Resource link: Poster of different learning styles 
	Facilitators should present their young people with subjects they are familiar with. For example, a primary school-aged group would learn different subjects to those attending a secondary school. 




Version 1 adaptation: 
Instead of grouping their subjects, young people could:
· Use stickers 
· Use ticks and crosses 
· Act out their responses to each subject.  
Learning styles list of examples:
· Visual (watching, drawing)
· Auditory (listening)
· Physical (moving)
· Verbal (speaking, writing)
· Logical (patterns)
· Social (in a group)
· Solitary (work alone)






Version 2 
Sticker examples:
· A thumbs up, thumb ‘in between’, thumbs down
· Emojis that are happy, neutral, and sad 
· Red, green, and yellow dots

Version 2 adaptation:
Reduce the number of opinion and sticker options to two: like and dislike / thumbs up and down / happy and sad emojis. 

	Activity 2 
5 minutes 
	What is missing from the curriculum?
This activity should be done as some quick-fire idea sharing. 
Look at the different subjects we discussed in Activity 1 and identify if you think there are any subjects or topics missing from the curriculum, that you think are important that children and young people learn. 

Version 1: 
You can shout out one idea of a subject you think is missing from the current curriculum to the rest of the group and explain why you think it should be included in one sentence. To help you think about this you might want to consider: 
· Skills you think all children and young people should be learning.
· Topics you might learn a bit about but aren’t their own subject. 

Version 2: 
In front of you are pictures representing different subjects or topics not taught at schools (or not often taught). Some might be subjects that are sometimes taught, but not part of the national curriculum. You need to choose one that you think should become a subject that all children and young people should learn. You can circle your choice. If what you would like to choose isn’t on the cards, you can add it onto a blank card.
Resource link: Other Subjects
Where possible, facilitators should ask the young person why they have made this choice and record their answers. 
	





Version 1 Adaptation: 
Can be made into a quiet activity by asking the participants to put write their idea on paper and hold it up for the rest of the group to see or putting hands-up to take turns. 

	Activity 3 
15 minutes 
	How do you want to learn? 
We are going to think about how a subject can be made suitable for children and young people, ensuring that they are able to learn in the way that works well for them. 

Version 1: 
You have the choice of two children to discuss. If you have the time, you could do both. 
For the person you choose, you need to pick a subject that they are learning about at school. In relation to your character, discuss the following: 
· What learning methods could be used to make this subject engaging for this child or young person? 
· What needs to be in place during the lesson to make the content and activities accessible? 
· What kind of activities could the teacher do to help this child or young person learn best? 
· Is there anything the teacher should avoid doing? 
Child 1: Malika is in Year 4 at primary school. Malika’s favourite subjects are art because she like to draw and drama because she likes to talk. 
Child 2: Tristan is 15 and attends a special needs school. Tristan’s favourite subjects are English because he likes to write his ideas down, and maths because he like to work by himself. 

Version 2: 
You will talk through one of the example lessons below as a group and discuss how you can make it interesting and a good opportunity for learning, you will then vote on what you think works best. If you have the time, you could discuss both.
Lesson example 1: You are in an art lesson, and you need to paint a self-portrait. 
Lesson example 2: You are in an English lesson, and you need to write a fictional (made up) short story. 
You need to share with the group ways this lesson could be made accessible and interesting. All the group’s ideas will be written down, and you will then vote on which you think works best by either: 
· Moving around the room: One end of the room is where you go if you think this is a great idea and the other side is where you go if you think it is terrible. If you think it is an okay idea you go in the middle of the room. 
· Using stickers: All members of the group have three stickers and can vote on their favourite suggestions. The suggestion with the most stickers is the best option.  
Version 3:
You will talk through one of the example lessons below as a group. Each lesson has some suggestions for how to make it more accessible. You will then vote on what adaptations you think would make the lesson most accessible.
Lesson example 1: You are in an art lesson, and you need to paint a self-portrait. 
Lesson example 2: You are in an English lesson, and you need to write a fictional (made up) short story. 
· Moving around the room: One end of the room is where you go if you think this is a great idea and the other side is where you go if you think it is terrible. If you think it is an okay idea you go in the middle of the room. 
· Using stickers: All members of the group have three stickers and can vote on their favourite suggestions. The suggestion with the most stickers is the best option. 
Resource link: Suggestions for improving lessons 
	




Version 1 alternative activity: 
Can be made less discussion-based by asking the young people to create a lesson for their character and chosen subject instead. The lesson plans should cover the same bullet points used to guide discussion.





























	Optional activity 
15 minutes 
	Assessments 
Children and young people’s learning at schools and colleges is often tested using assessments. We want to know your ideas for how children and young people could best have their learning assessed (checked). 
Alternative intro: Sometimes teachers need to find out what children and young people know. We are talk about different ways they can do this. 
Assessments: Testing what someone has learnt. This might be done using exams, by observing (watching) someone, through conversations, or by asking them questions. 
Version 1: 
Part 1 – 5 minutes 
In front of you are a selection of emojis. You need to circle the feeling that you get when you think of assessments at school or college. Please explain why you have chosen that emoji.
Resource link: Emojis 
Part 2 – 10 minutes 
We are now going to share suggestions for how assessments could be made to work better for children and young people. Each member of the group will take turns contributing one idea at a time. Each participants ideas will be recorded on post-its and stuck on a sheet of paper in the middle of the table. 
Whilst you are doing this you might want to think about:
· If you have had an assessment before, how could it have been made better?
· How can we make sure children and young people are comfortable during assessments? 
· Are there bits of assessments that are worrying? How could we change that? 
Once everyone has shared their ideas or time has nearly run out, use the remaining time left to re-prioritise your suggestions on the post-its using the diamond ranking template. Suggestions you think would work particularly well and are priorities should go towards the top of the diamond, those that are less of a priority or might be trickier to put in place in practice can go at the bottom. 
Resource link: Diamond ranking template

Version 2:
On pieces of paper in front of you, you have different ways a child or young person might be assessed on their learning. 
Alternative intro: On pieces of paper in front of you, you have different ways teachers can find out what children and young people know. 
Resource link: Methods of assessment 
You have three sheets of paper: 
· one with a happy emoji 
· one with a sad emoji 
· one with a neutral emoji 

Stick the different ways a child might be assessed on the sheet of paper with the emoji that shows what you think of this assessment option. For example, you might not like the idea of doing a test so this should go on the sheet with the sad emoji. 
Where possible, facilitators should discuss the young person’s choices with them. The group might like to do this activity independently or together. 
	
































Version 2 can be adapted by having just two categories to sort the methods of assessment into (happy emoji and sad emoji). 

	Evaluation 
5 minutes
	Thank you so much for sharing your voice with us. 
After today’s session, CDC will take everything you have told us and share this with the Government, who will use this to help improve education and support for young people. 
Before you finish, please can you tell us how you think the session went so we can make sure that we make the session better for the children and young people we do this with next.
Resource link: Evaluation
	 

	Finish 
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